IRews anfc IRotes 


One of the three new buildings being erected at the University 
Hospital, at Ann Arbor, Michigan, is to be a psychopathic hospital. The 
earliest stages of all forms of acute psychoses are to be studied here. The 
State appropriated $50,000 for its erection and will complete its equipment 
with the best modern scientific apparatus. An annual appropriation will be 
made by the State for its future maintenance. 

Dr. John Fitzgerald, Superintendent of the Rome Custodial Asylum, 
has resigned this position to accept the one of General Medical Superinten¬ 
dent of the four general hospitals of Kings County. 

Dr. Veavianos, of Athens, Greece, has undertaken the editorship of a 
new journal of psychiatry and neurology and allied subjects. 

The American Association for the Cure of Inebriety held its thirty 
second annual meeting in the hall of the Washington Home, Boston, 
Mass., on December 18, 1902. 

A recent mental study of four hundred mendicants in Breslau showed 
the following: One-half of the entire number presented a neuropathic his¬ 
tory, such as alcoholism (29 in 100), epilepsy, hysteria and various other 
psychoses. The intelligence was of a low order in all; (53 out of 100) had 
not obtained even a preliminary education; one-third showed arrested de¬ 
velopment, congenital or post natal. Acquired diseases were noted in 6 
per cent.; general paresis was the most prominent of the psychoses. The 
majority (65 per cent.) were chronic alcoholics. 

The managers of the New Jersey State Colony for Epileptics at Skill- 
man report after making a State census that there is one epileptic to every 
five hundred of the State population, and therefore ask for a substantial in¬ 
crease in legislative appropriation to enlarge and improve the present insti¬ 
tution, which cares for only eighty-five patients. Since 1898 nine patients 
have been discharged cured. 

It is expected that the New York Commission of Lunacy will ask for a 
material increase of the annual maintenance fund for the State Hospitals 
under their care for the coming fiscal year. The appropriation for the pur¬ 
pose including the necessary building construction, was $4,165,886.66 for 
1902, which was $340,000 less than for the year 1901. However, a large bal¬ 
ance used from last year’s funds is not available this year, hence the neces¬ 
sity of an increase. 

Dr. S. Weir Mitchell is to deliver the University Day oration in com¬ 
memoration of Washington’s birthday at the University of Pennsylvania. 

The committee selected by the last legislature of Pennsylvania, to erect 
the Homeopathic State Hospital, met in Philadelphia on December 10, to 
open bids and proposals for various sites for which the State appropriated 
$50,000. The coming legislative session is to be asked for a substantial sum 
to erect the buildings as speedily as possible to meet the long existent de¬ 
mand for such an institution. 

The plans which provide for the administration building of the Mary¬ 
land Asylum and Training School for Feeble-minded at New Owings’ 
Mills have been completed and construction is to begin at once. The 
building is to be for administrative officers and teachers. 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 


For State Hospital Co-operation. —The aims and plans of the Patho¬ 
logical Institute of the New York State Hospitals were discussed by Dr. 
Adolf Meyer in a paper which he read before the physicians on Ward’s Is¬ 
land recently. The institute was found by Dr. Carlos Macdonald and re¬ 
organized last year. As to what must be accomplished Dr. Meyer said : “We 
must make the work of the physicians as medical as possible, abolish all reg¬ 
ulations which derange their work; in short, all and everything that makes 
a young assistant put trivialities above medical accuracy. We must investi¬ 
gate how large a force is required to reach a standard of work on which we 
can agree. We must make somebody responsible for the accuracy and effi¬ 
ciency of the medical work which the superintendent cannot possibly super¬ 
vise well enough where he is responsible for all the administrative burdens; 
and this person, or these persons, let us say the older members of the staff, 
must be officially obliged to be able to be helpers to the younger members, 
sources of instruction and stimulation.” Dr. Meyer argues that medical 
schools do not provide the necessary training for actual hospital work and 
that assistant doctors in the hospitals come unprepared for special work. 
“Under these conditions,” Dr. Meyer says, “the hospital system must help 
itself.” It has been urged that the prime duty of the institute should be 
original research work and the discovery of better methods of prevention, 
treatment and cures. This, he says, is the ultimate object. 

New Superintendent of Bellevue. —The Trustees of Bellevue and al¬ 
lied hospitals have invited Dr. William Mabon, the Medical Superintendent 
of the St. Lawrence State Hospital at Ogdensburg, to accept the position of 
Superintendent of the hospitals under their charge. Dr. Mabon graduated 
from the Bellevue Hospital Medical College in 1881. After several years 
spent in private and hospital practice, he entered the service of the State in 
1887, having received the appointment of Assistant Physician at the Utica 
State Hospital for the Insane. He remained at Utica until October, 1895, 
when he was appointed Medical Superintendent of the Willard State Hos¬ 
pital. This hospital was in need of reorganization, and it was believed that 
Dr. Mabon’s experience and training and executive ability qualified him for 
the work. In one year the hospital was placed upon a sound administra¬ 
tive basis, and in October, 1896, the managers of the St. Lawrence State 
Hospital at Ogdensburg called him to the Superintendency of that hospital 
to succeed Dr. Wise, who had been appointed President of the State Com¬ 
mission in Lunacy. Under Dr. Mabon’s management, the reputation of the 
hospital as leading in all the best methods for the treatment of the insane 
has been fully maintained. With the consent of the State Commission in 
Lunacy and of the State and Municipal Civil Service Commissions, Dr. Ma¬ 
bon now returns to New York City, and will take charge of Bellevue and its 
allied hospitals on January I, 1903. In view of his lay experience in the 
State service, and his proved administrative capacity, it is confidently ex¬ 
pected that he will raise these hospitals to the highest state of efficiency. In 
addition to his executive duties, Dr. Mabon will also act as consulting phy¬ 
sician to the Pavilion for the Insane of Bellevue Hospital. 

Annex to School for Feeble-Minded Asked For. —The board of di¬ 
rectors of the Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble-Minded Children 
has decided to petition the legislature for $150,000 to build an annex for 
housing unimprovable cases. It is proposed to place the annex five miles from 
the main building. Citizens of Delaware county do not favor the plan, as 
it means more property exempt from taxation. This county, it is stated, 
now has more land for public institutions exempt from taxation than any 
other county in the State. 



